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Purpose of Delivery Plan

This Delivery Plan contains concepts of interventions to improve infrastructure outside 
the school with the aim of increasing the number of children who walk, cycle, scoot 
and wheel to school. These proposed interventions are based on survey findings, 
audits, consultation with the school, the Local Authority, and the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) and have been developed by the Safe Routes to School 
Infrastructure Officer. The plan will be submitted to the Local Authority, the NTA and 
the school. 

The proposed interventions will require further work including detailed design, and 
input from stakeholders such as landowners and the local community. Some 
interventions may require planning permission.

It is important to note that concepts and agreed solutions may not progress at the 
same time and some concepts may not be suitable, however all parties aim to work 
together to improve infrastructure in and around schools. 

There is currently funding available to Local Authorities from the NTA to progress 
some works arising from the Safe Routes to School programme.

Prepared by: Safe Routes to School

Prepared for: Dublin City Council

Date:  September 2025
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Safe Routes to School

3

There were two accidents on the day of the SRTS audit at both front of schools:

1. Student on bike had a near-miss by a car breaking the red-traffic light at pedestrian crossing 
on Con Colbert Road at Memorial Park gate during the SRTS audit.

2. An adult cyclist was knocked over by a truck on the slip lane adjacent to the guard railing off 
South Circular Rd southbound.
South Circular Road (R111)

• There is a small sign at the OPW Memorial Gate with the school's name but there is no visibility 
of the school at South Circular Road.

• There are a high number of students cycling and scooting to school (18.7%) which are 
accompanied by parents with a diverse range of bike types (cargo-biked, bike trailers, 
shared-bikes).

• There is a protected cycle-lane (black bollards) on both directions. However, the lane is 
narrow and the bollards do not provide a perceived sense of segregation from children 
cycling to school and vehicular traffic. There is no cycle rack near to school gate.

• Many cyclists leaving the school would have challenges to cross the yellow-box at South 
Circular Road to the OPW gate.

• U-turn manoeuvres and idling vehicles parked at the OPW gate during drop-off and 
collection times.

• Traffic congestion in the morning and speeding in the afternoon were the main issues 
observed during the visits.

• Guard railing along South Circular Road southbound lane and the slip lane are unwanted for 
cyclists and obstruct sightlines visibility at the junction.

Key Audit Findings

• Gaelscoil Inse Chór is an Irish language urban mixed primary school located at the Memorial
Garden Park, Kilmainham, Dublin 8.

• There are 211 students attending the school.

• The school opens at 9am and closes at 1:30pm for Junior and Senior Infants and 2:30pm for
all other classes.

• The speed limit at South Circular Road is 50km/h and Con Colbert Road is 60km/h.

• The school is sited within OPW lands ownership.

• The main access to the school is via OPW private access to the Memorial Park Car Park
(Memorial Court), off South Circular Road for both vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. A
secondary pedestrian entrance is located to the rear of the school ground with the main
access via the Memorial Park entrance at Con Colbert Road Chapelizod Bypass (R148).

• There is an established cycle-bus running every Wednesday.

School Summary

Gaelscoil Inse Chór
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Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Con Colbert Road Chapelizod Bypass (R148) 

• Due to the context of the Con Colbert Road as a main arterial road linking the M50 to the 
city-centre, the road is currently designed to cater for high traffic.

• There is a lack of placemaking elements and space to accommodate for vulnerable users 
(VRU’s), eventhough the demand is high – many VRU’s were observed coming from the 
Memorial Road/ Inchicore crossing.

• The Memorial Park entrance is located at the traffic light and aligned to the crossing, but 
there is no visibility of the park nor the school, as well as a lack of signage.

• Traffic congestion in the morning and drivers  speeding in the afternoon were the main issues 
observed during the visits.

• There is a refuge island with limited space to accommodate the high number of vulnerable 
users, therefore many were observed crossing outside the island avoiding the guard rails.

• “Children Crossing” signs are displayed on the guard rails at both crossings at Con Colbert 
Road, which was a school initiative to alert drivers to the presence of children.

• There is a section of three pelican crossing at South Circular Road/Con Colbert Road for 
each carriageway bound (with three lanes each)and a left slip lane from Con Colbert Road 
feeding to South Circular Road. The islands are wide but lack of visibility and placemaking 
elements to highlight children crossing. Short crossing time was identified as follow:

- Left slip lane: c. 7 seconds of green-man.
- Eastbound: c. 17 seconds of green-man.
- Westbound: c. 20 seconds of green-man.

OPW

• The access road to OPW is a one-way system, but drivers were observed travelling in both
directions.

• There is a mud path between Memorial Car Park to the back gate.

• The footpath is too narrow to cater for the high number of children walking to school. Also,
the surface is broken and uneven due to tree rooting.

• Vehicles park on the footpath at the school ‘avenue’. Non-blue badge holders using the
blue badge spaces.

• Road marking are faded, including the crossing.

• Entrance and ramp to Memorial Park at Con Colbert Road is too narrow for both pedestrian
and cyclists.

Key Audit Findings
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• The school is located within OPW lands, therefore SRTS interventions are limited to the site.
However, this plan outlines recommendations that the school can bring forward to OPW to
seek improvements. Some measures are also recommendations for the school to
incorporate.

• The school is adjacent to St. John of God.

• Memorial Road, which feeds to Con Colbert Road crossing at Memorial Park will be
redesigned as part of the Bus Connects G-Spine – Liffey Valley Scheme (pg 20).

• Con Colbert Road is part of the proposed Lucan to City Centre Core bus Corridor Scheme
(pg 66 and 68).

• South Circular Road is a proposed ‘Primary Orbital’ route in the 2022 GDA Cycle Network.

• The school is currently participating in the Green-Schools Travel theme. A Walkability Audit
has been completed and will be shared with the local authority once finalised. The Green-
School Travel Officer (GSTO) will continue to support the school in planning the promotion of
behaviour change in their Year 2 of the Travel theme, and help them to develop and carry
out their Travel Action Plan and achieving their Travel flag.

• The school has a ‘Parking and Traffic Guide for Parents and Guardians’ as in images below:

Supplementary Information

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fliffeyvalleyscheme.ie%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F8%2F2022%2F07%2F03.-General-Arrangement-Drawings-1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctgaberz%40eeu.antaisce.org%7Ca8f09a8f49e7417ecf0b08dd5c8b0a77%7C9b3403b7a34f4d1fbb4111c343a1fcc7%7C0%7C0%7C638768474606223818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A5L7HVIloU7nlpOhP16E2yOospVNRdaNX0OIWRObLCk%3D&reserved=0
https://busconnects.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Environmental-Impact-Assessment-Screening-Report-1.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2022-GDA-Cycle-Network.pdf
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South Circular Road

Current Front of School Environment

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Speeding and HGV’s driving along 
South Circular Road.  

Main access to OPW: segregated 
vehicular and pedestrian gates.

High concentration of children and walking, scooting and cycling to 
school with parents and guardians. Vehicles Idling at the gate and 

vehicles turning left to OPW.

Cycle-bus arriving at school from South 
Circular Road.
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Con Colbert Road

Current Front of School Environment

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Congestion at morning times and high number of pedestrian crossing at desire-line.

Lack of space for congregation at crossing lights.

Lack of maintenance at central island, damaged railings and faded road marking. 

Lack of visibility of OPW Memorial Park pedestrian 
entrance. Pedestrian crossing signage 

implemented by school. 

Slip road and main island at Con Colbert Road/South Circular 
Road crossing. Short crossing times especially at slip road.
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Con Colbert Road at Memorial Park Entrance Gate

Current Front of School Environment

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

High concentration of children walking, 
cycling and scooting waiting for crossing 

with limited footpath space.

Desire-line crossing for cycling and scooting at Con Colbert Road 
to Memorial Road due to barriers, challenges of limited space and 

crossing times to accommodate the high number of vulnerable 
users.
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OPW Memorial Park

Current Front of School Environment

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Mud path from OPW car-
park to the school.

School gate at the back 
entrance from Memorial Park.

Main access road to the school. Vehicles 
parked mounted on the footpath.

High concentration of children walking, 
cycling and wheeling to school.

OPW access road is a one-way system west-bound. 
Many drivers were observed driving illegally east-bound.
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10*2.8% Margin of Error at a 95% confidence level

Respondents selected the following, when asked what would improve their journey 
to school:

The school distributed the SRTS Travel Survey to all families of Gaelscoil Inse Chór.
There was a 79.8%* response rate to the survey.

• 97.3% of respondents agreed that road safety is a problem around the school
• 99.1% of respondents would support works at the front of school that improve 

student safety
• 100.0% of respondents would support works that would improve the walking and 

cycling links to school

Key Survey Findings

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

0.9%

10.8%

42.3%

42.3%

48.6%

61.3%

93.7%

None of these

Cycle parking at the school

New or improved footpaths

Fewer cars at the school gate

New or improved cycle paths

Reduced traffic speed

Safer crossing points
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Lower density of students 
travelling from this area

Higher density of students 
travelling from this area

2km radius

1km radius

School location

Where students are travelling from

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

• 55.4% of students surveyed live within 1km of the school
• 83.7% of students surveyed live within 2km of the school
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54.3%

25.0%

17.4%

0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
3.3%

Walk Cycle Scoot Park and Stride School Bus Public Transport Car

How students within a 1km (92) are travelling to school

How students surveyed (166) are travelling to school

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

41.6%

18.7%

12.7%

1.8% 3.0%
0.6%

21.7%

Walk Cycle Scoot Park
and Stride

School Bus Public
Transport

Car
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How students within a 2km radius (139) are travelling to school

49.6%

20.1%

15.1%

0.7% 1.4% 0.0%

12.9%

Walk Cycle Scoot Park and Stride School Bus Public Transport Car

Gaelscoil Inse Chór
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Gaelscoil Inse Chór
Front of School Improvements
The main intervention focuses on the implementation of a School Zone along the South 
Circular Road, with lighter interventions proposed at the Con Colbert Road/Chapelizod 
Bypass near the Memorial Park. These aim to enhance the visibility of the school and 
improve infrastructure for children walking, cycling, and scooting to school.

Some of these are outside the scope of the SRTS programme, but they would mean 
considerable improvements to the school and may be considered by the local 
authority and OPW for future schemes. 

Details of the proposed interventions for the South Circular Road and Con Colbert Road 
at the Memorial Park are outlined on pages 15 to 17.

Additionally, the plan includes recommendations for improvement works on OPW lands, 
even though these are outside the scope of the current SRTS scheme, as well as a 
proposal for behaviour change initiatives, to be supported in collaboration with the 
Green-Schools Travel theme, found in page 18 and 19.

Crossing Facility

School Zone

Gateway Walking Link

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Placemaking

Cycling Link

Park and Stride

Junction Treatment

Accessibility
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Front of School Improvements
South Circular Road (R111)
A school zone with school crest banners, coloured roundels, and yellow pencil bollards to 
increase the visibility of the school. Junction tightening with a pedestrian priority at the 
access to the gate is recommended to provide a continuous crossing to prioritise 
children, as the majority of the children comes from the north and must cross it to access 
the path leading to the school. 

The cycle lane is well used by the school community, especially with the cycle bus. 
Therefore, further  improvement to the cycle lane such as red surface treatment 
especially to the junctions and slip-lane.

Further recommendation for a periodic speed limit of 30km/h at front of school is 
encouraged.

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Con Colbert Road crossing 
redesign is part of Bus 
Connects, in the interim, it is 
recommended that the green 
man pedestrian times are 
extended, especially at the slip 
road which is currently at 7 
seconds for crossing.
Placemaking elements on the 
central island would also be 
beneficial to alert the drivers 
while providing an enhanced 
sense of place.

Crossing Facility

School Zone

Gateway

Walking Link

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Placemaking

Cycling Link

Junction Treatment

Accessibility
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Gaelscoil Inse Chór
Front of School Improvements
Con Colbert Road at Memorial Park Entrance
The Memorial Park entrance is one of the main access to the school via Con Colbert 
Road, a regional arterial road (R148). The pedestrian entrance is located at the T-Junction 
with Memorial Road (R839).

As a regional arterial road, the intervention should aim at the junction to display school 
banners, road marking and highlight the entrance to Memorial Park. Improvement of the 
existing crossing is recommended to extend the green man pedestrian crossing times, 
widening the crossing box and central island area to accommodate the high number of 
pedestrian. 

As observed in the audit, the main behavioural issues identified is for traffic from Memorial 
Road (R839). It is recommended to provide a light version of the School Zone, including 
placemaking elements around the junction to highlight drivers of the presence of 
children in the area and create a better place for children on the route to school. It is 
also recommended to change to a complete red-light for traffic while the pedestrian 
crossing at Con Colbert Road is in operation.

Crossing Facility

School Zone

Gateway Walking Link

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Placemaking

Accessibility
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Front of School Improvements (cont.)
For all references see SRTS Design Guide Appx. 2,  SRTS 
Design Guide pages 24 – 26 and SRTS Advice Note.

School zone
A school zone is an area where design elements aim to 
communicate to all road users that this is a space where 
there is a high concentration of children, who should be 
prioritised. Drivers should slow down and take extra care, 
be especially alert. Consider any or all of the following 
elements: 
1. Yellow pencil shaped bollards to protect VRUs(SZ-109

and 110).
2. SRTS branding banners/totems (SZ-133).
3. Consider narrowing carriageway by removing the

median strips to reduce vehicle speed and reallocate
road space to improve cycle lanes.

4. Consider placemaking elements such as low level
planters and cycle racks (SZ-131), especially near to
the OPW entrance.

Gateway elements
Gateway elements are intended to communicate to all 
road users that they are entering a school zone area. 
Consider any or all of the following elements: 
1. School ahead and amber warning signal (SZ-113).
2. Colour themed school zone gateway poles (SZ-134).
3. School zone road marking (SZ-114).
4. Virtual speed ramp (SZ-115).

Junction treatment
1. Junction tightening at the OPW entrance to provide 

for a reduced corner radii, raised entry treatment for 
a continuous crossing for pedestrians with a level 
surface and tactile paving (SZ-105).

2. Junction tightening at slip-lane to reduce corner 
radii.

Cycling links

Consider assessing the existing cycle lane against Cycle 
Design Manual standards and seek improvement upon 
feasibility, especially at the junctions and slip-lanes. 
Consider any or all of the following elements:

1. Consider a red colour surface treatment (SZ-107), 
especially at the junctions and at conflict locations to 
improve legibility.

2. Consider removing guard-railing along the cycle lane, 
especially at the slip lane.

Crossing facility
South Circular Road/Con Colbert Road: 
i. Consider increasing the green man pedestrian

phase in all crossing arms, especially at the slip road
to allow for longer crossing times for pedestrians.

ii. Consider providing all-red traffic stage during
pedestrian phase.

iii. Consider widening the crossing box.
iv. Overgrown vegetation maintenance at the island to

enhance pedestrians visibility.
Con Colbert Road at Memorial Park: 
i. Consider increasing the green man pedestrian

crossing times during school times;
ii. Consider providing all-red traffic stage during

pedestrian phase.
iii. Consider improving the maintenance of the road

markings and crossing island.
iv. Consider providing a wider crossing box and island

width to cater for the high number of pedestrians 
and provide for a straighter desire-line to optimize 
crossing.

Placemaking
1. South Circular Road: Consider removing guard railing 

and providing placemaking elements, such as low 
level planters, SRTS banners and yellow pencil 
bollards to highlight children crossing.

2. Memorial Road: Consider removing the guard railings 
at Memorial Road to improve crossing visibility and 
replacing it to placemaking elements such as 
painting the over bridge fence, providing low level 
planters, and yellow pencil bollards to highlight 
children crossing.

Accessibility
See recommendations to OPW/School (page 19)

Walking Link
See recommendations to OPW/School (page 19).

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/SRTS-Design-Guide-Appendix-2_Materials.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/SRTS-Design-Guide-Appendix-2_Materials.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SRTS-Design-Guide-Version-1.2-September-2022.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SRTS-Design-Guide-Version-1.2-September-2022.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NTA-Rapid-Build-SRTS-Front-of-School-Advice-Note_July2023.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Cycle-Design-Manual_Sept.-2023_High-Res.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Cycle-Design-Manual_Sept.-2023_High-Res.pdf
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Recommendations for the school/OPW:
These interventions will not be delivered under the current SRTS funding, but they are included to 
encourage further interventions and behavioural change.
• Consider formalizing the School Street along the school avenue. This can be achieved with

the closure of the existing barrier, colourful placemaking elements, school banners.
Intervention can be trialled in collaboration with the school community and the Green-School
Committee .

• As also suggested by the Green-School Committee, improvement of the paths leading from
the access gate to the proposed school street, as well as improving the road marking,
especially for crossing.

• Due to the high number of student cycling to school, it is recommended to consider a cycle
lane from the main access gate to the Memorial Park. That will narrow the carriageway to
provide a one-way system and a dedicated space to cater for a contra-flow cycle lane out of
school.

• Recommendation to improve the mud-path from the car park to the school gate for park
and stride.

• Placemaking element such planters, children’s arts and colourful painting at school gate
entrance to highlight the school grounds within the OPW lands.

• Recommendation for OPW to improve pedestrian accesses to include wider gates and
continued footpath, including the Memorial Park entrance and ramp at Con Colbert Road.

Potential Future Improvements

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Crossing Facility

Walking Link

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

Placemaking

Cycling Link

Accessibility

Park and Stride

School Street
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Gaelscoil Inse Chór
Potential Future Improvements 
(cont.)
Recommendation for the School and OPW:

Walking links
1. Consider widening the existing footpath at OPW to

provide for the high number of pedestrian and
identified desire-line path.

2. Consider improving the mud-path from the OPW car-
park to the back gate to such as decomposed
granite pathway.

3. Consider providing path at the pedestrian entrances
at the OPW exit gate.

Cycling links
1. Consider a protected cycle lane at OPW with a

contra-flow to provide for the high number of children
cycling to school. This intervention might be trialled in
conjunction of school, OPW and Green-School
Committee for feasibility.

2. Consider resurfacing of road for cycling comfort.
3. Consider bike rack for a range of bike types at the

OPW lands to allow for parents to secure their bikes
on drop-off and collection times.

Park and Stride

Encourage park and stride at the OPW car park and at 
the parking lot at the exit of the park for parents that 
needs to drive.

School Street
Consider officialising the school street during school times 
providing an open street for children to walk, scoot and 
cycle to school. Consider any or all of the followings:
1. Consider using the existing barrier to close the street

to vehicular traffic, except emergency, during drop-
off and collection times.

2. Consider implementing double yellow lines to enforce
no parking along school street.

3. Placemaking elements at the school street entrance
to act as a gateway and give ownership to school
and students.

This intervention might be trialled in collaboration with 
school, parent association and Green-School Committee. 
Consider school arts project and events such as sports 
day, cake-sales, as well as Green-School weeks to 
promote the street feast and engagement of the school 
community.

Placemaking

1. Consider placemaking elements at the school gates
such as colourful gates, benches for parent
congregation and micro art to enhance the child
friendly front of school environment.

2. Interventions can also be implemented by the school,
such as community library book, biodiversity projects
to enhance the sense of identity and ownership to
children and school.

3. OPW: Consider providing bike racks for a range of
bike types to encourage parents cycling with children
and general park users.

Accessibility

1. Consider removing accessibility barrier to provide
accessibility for cyclists, impaired mobility and parents
with buggies.

2. Consider widening the existing gate and ramp at
Memorial Park entrance from Con Colbert Road.

3. Consider improving all accesses gates and provided
a connected footpath for pedestrians.

Crossing facility

Consider improving the existing crossing including road 
resurface and road marking. 
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Schools have a key role to play in championing changes which will make it safer for 
students to access school, particularly during drop-off and collection time. Here are 
some resources to help: 

• Toolkit for School Travel which outlines actions to promote more sustainable travel for
the school trip through increased walking, cycling, public transport and car-sharing.

• A School Travel Plan should outline existing travel patterns at a school and identified
actions to enable safer and more active travel (School Travel Plan Guidance). The
work of the Safe Routes to School team can provide much of the required
information. This is a document that the school should update over time.

• How to Support Your School Zone

• How to Support Your School Street

• Park and Stride

• How to set up a Walking Bus

• Cycle Bus Network

• Taking part in key active travel campaigns can be a great way to trial the uptake
within your school community. (Green-Schools Calander)

February: Big Travel Challenge 2025 | Green-Schools

May: Bike Week 2025 | Green-Schools

June: Scoot to School Week 2025 | Green-Schools

Supporting Schools to become Active Travel Champions 

Additional Supports to Improve the Front of School Environment 

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/NTA-Toolkit-for-School-Travel-Final.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/NTA-Toolkit-for-School-Travel-Final.pdf
https://www.dlrcoco.ie/sites/default/files/atoms/files/dlr_travel_plan_guidelines_nov_2013.pdf
https://saferoutestoschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/1.SRTS_Brochure_How-to-support-your-School-Zone.pdf
https://saferoutestoschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/1.SRTS_Brochure_How-to-support-your-School-Zone.pdf
https://saferoutestoschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/4.SRTS_Brochure_How-to-support-your-School-Street-1.pdf
https://saferoutestoschool.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/4.SRTS_Brochure_How-to-support-your-School-Street-1.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Park-and-Stride-General-Info-1.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Park-and-Stride-General-Info-1.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Green-Schools-Walking-Bus-Booklet-Sept-24.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Green-Schools-Walking-Bus-Booklet-Sept-24.pdf
https://greenschoolsireland.org/the-programme/projects/cycle-bus-network/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/the-programme/projects/cycle-bus-network/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/calendar/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/calendar/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/calendar/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/big-travel-challenge-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/big-travel-challenge-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/big-travel-challenge-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/bike-week-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/bike-week-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/bike-week-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/scoot-to-school-week-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/scoot-to-school-week-2025/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/event/scoot-to-school-week-2025/
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Encouraging safe driving behaviour near schools can be achieved through media 
outreach and community partnerships.

• Media Engagement: Partner with local media to promote messages encouraging 
drivers to slow down and adhere to the periodic speed limit. Local newspapers, 
radio stations, and community newsletters are useful channels.

• Community Partnerships: Work with local groups to spread road safety messages to 
a broader audience. Community champions can help reinforce the importance of 
safety.

Road User Behaviour 

Effective communication with the school community is essential to promote safe 
behaviours during drop-off and pick-up times.

• Targeted Messaging: On completion of works SRTS can provide leaflets to explain the 
changes to the school community. The school should aim to expand on and 
continue to share reminders of these messages, with the school community, over 
time. It may be beneficial to issue regular reminders to the school community. 
Create leaflets, posters, or digital content to address speeding, parking, to 
encourage use designated set-down areas, discourage parking in certain areas and 
idling outside the school. Ensure messages are displayed in highly visible areas.

• Road Safety Education: Schools could also incorporate road safety topics into the 
curriculum to instil lifelong safe habits in students. 

• Resources available from Green Schools or RSA 

Students could also take part in road safety campaigns through designing posters, 
participating in patrols, or giving presentations on safe road use. Peer-led initiatives can 
be particularly effective in changing behaviours.

• Your school could invite An Garda Síochána or the Road Safety Office from your 
local authority to talk to your school about road safety. 

• Your school could also consider extending the reach by hosting information sessions 
for parents, guardians, and carers to raise awareness of safe drop-off and pick-up 
practices. Sessions can be virtual or in-person, and schools should consider involving 
road safety experts.

Communication to support Behaviour Change

Additional Supports to Improve the Front of School Environment 

Gaelscoil Inse Chór
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Enhancing drop-off and pick-up behaviour requires evaluating how students access 
the school from vehicles. Promoting safe behaviours can enhance safety at the school 
entrance. Key messages include: 

A safe space for students accessing school: Indicate to drivers where is suitable and 
where is not suitable for them to park during drop-off and pick-up prioritising students 
having a safe route from exiting the vehicle to entering the school. 

Some examples include: 

• Do not park on footpaths, cycle tracks, on double yellow line or where there are 
yellow zig-zag lines along the edge of the road.

• Do not double park.

• Do not park at bus stops, disabled parking spots or private parking spots.

• Do not park within 15 metres before or 5 metres after a pedestrian crossing or traffic 
light.

Reduce congestion: Reducing traffic congestion at the school gate improves student 
safety accessing school. 

Staggered operating times: Schools could encourage staggered drop-off and pick-up 
times to reduce peak congestion and improve traffic flow.

Park and Stride: Where applicable, encouraging the school community to Park and 
Stride promotes safer commuting habits and could reduce parking at the front of the 
school.

Carpooling or using public transport also contributes to reduced congestion at the 
front of school.

Visibility: Encourage drivers to reverse into parking spaces to improve visibility when 
exiting and reduce the risk of accidents involving Vulnerable Road Users (VRUs). 

This practice can help ensure that drivers move forward into areas where VRUs may be 
occupying, rather than reversing blindly. Support this with clear signage and regular 
reminders through school communications.

Key Messages on Parking Behaviour 
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Reducing speed limits around schools can significantly improve safety for students and 
the wider community. 

Permanent Speed Limit Reduction

• Schools can play a role in advocating for permanent speed limit reductions through 
established processes and can submit requests regarding permanent speed limits 
during the local authority’s speed limit review, which typically occurs every five 
years. The process is publicised through local newspapers and the authority’s 
website. 

• To support a request for reduced speed limits, schools should gather evidence to 
support their requests, such as traffic data, reports of near misses, and concerns 
raised by the school community.

• Outside the scheduled review, schools may submit requests through the speed limit 
appeals procedure. Details are available at: https://www.speedlimits.ie/appealsold.

Monitoring of Speed

Safety cameras have been proven internationally to reduce speeding. Regular 
monitoring of vehicle speeds near the school is essential to ensure compliance with 
new speed limits and to reinforce safe driving behaviours.

An Garda Síochána is responsible for safety camera and their location: Safety 
Cameras Save Lives – Garda. 

Schools can arrange for a GoSafe van to track speeds at the front of their school 
during drop-off or pick-up time. 

Road_Safety@garda.ie

traffic@garda.ie

Safe Speed 
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https://www.speedlimits.ie/appealsold
https://www.garda.ie/garda/en/roads-policing/safety-cameras-save-lives/safety-cameras-save-lives.html
https://www.garda.ie/garda/en/roads-policing/safety-cameras-save-lives/safety-cameras-save-lives.html
https://www.garda.ie/garda/en/roads-policing/safety-cameras-save-lives/safety-cameras-save-lives.html
https://www.garda.ie/garda/en/roads-policing/safety-cameras-save-lives/safety-cameras-save-lives.html
mailto:Road_Safety@garda.ie
mailto:traffic@garda.ie
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Organising a dedicated school bus can reduce the number of cars at the school 
entrance, improving safety and easing congestion. 

The primary school transport scheme supports the transport to and from school of 
children who live more than 3.2 kilometres from and are attending their nearest primary 
school.  It is subject to the following exceptions:

Children who choose to attend their nearest all-Irish school/unit may be eligible for 
school transport to that school/unit, even if it is not their nearest school

Where students lie outside of the above outlined criteria some schools and their 
communities have arranged a private bus. Please contact your relevant SRTS 
Infrastructure Officer if you would like to be put in contact with another school who has 
successfully implemented this.

School Bus Provision
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Schools can take part in An Taisce’s Green-Schools Programme which provides support 
to schools on a range of environmental themes one of which is Travel. 

Schools’ may contact the relevant local authority roads or active travel departments 
regarding specific future or ongoing safety or infrastructure concerns at their school. 

We recommend schools reference Guidelines for improving road safety around your 
school and build on the information included in this delivery plan to prepare a A 
School Travel Plan, Traffic Management Plan or Safety Improvement Plan with clear 
objectives and expected outcomes.

Cost of Active Travel Infrastructure: The National Transport Authority have developed a 
guideline which provides an estimated costs of key active travel infrastructure. This may 
be a useful reference if planning further works at or near your school.

Future Options for Schools
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https://greenschoolsireland.org/the-programme/themes/travel/
https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/news-media/rsa-school-gate-risk-guide-8-21.pdf
https://www.garda.ie/en/about-us/our-departments/office-of-corporate-communications/news-media/rsa-school-gate-risk-guide-8-21.pdf
https://www.dlrcoco.ie/sites/default/files/atoms/files/dlr_travel_plan_guidelines_nov_2013.pdf
https://www.dlrcoco.ie/sites/default/files/atoms/files/dlr_travel_plan_guidelines_nov_2013.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Infographic_Timelines-Costs-February-2023.pdf
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Appendix A
Travel Survey Results
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Lower density of students 
travelling from this area

Higher density of students 
travelling from this area

2km radius

1km radius

School location

Where students are travelling from
Q2. Where does the journey to school begin?

54.1% of respondents have 1 child attending the school
42.3% of respondents have 2 children attending the school
3.6% of respondents have 3 children attending the school

Q1. How many of your children attend this school?

*2.8% margin of error at a 95% confidence level

The school distributed the SRTS Travel Survey to all families of Gaelscoil Inse Chór via their 
usual communications methods, during November 2024.

Responses received: 111
Students represented: 166 = 79.8% of school population (based on a total of 208)*

Gaelscoil Inse Chór
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Q5. For each child, choose how they usually travel to school

Q4. For each child, choose their class

45.2% Male

54.8% Female

0.0% Prefer not to say

Q3. For each child, choose their gender

Gaelscoil Inse Chór
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Q9. What would improve your journey to school?

100.0% selected Yes

Q8. Would you support works that improve the walking and cycling 
routes to your school?

99.1% selected Yes

Q7. Would you support works at the front of school that improve 
student safety?

97.3% selected Yes

Q6. Do you think road safety is a problem around your school?

Gaelscoil Inse Chór

0.9%
(1)

10.8%
(12)

42.3%
(47)

42.3%
(47)

48.6%
(54)

61.3%
(68)

93.7%
(104)

None of these

Cycle parking at the school

New or improved footpaths

Fewer cars at the school gate

New or improved cycle paths

Reduced traffic speed

Safer crossing points
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Survey Comments

65 survey comments were received in total and have been categorised in the chart.

Each comment was placed in the [one] category most applicable, even if there was 

crossover into another category.
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1.5%
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1.5%
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